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THE BIRDS OF MACHHAPUCHHARE AND 
CHITWAN NATIONAL PARK 

Grade 3 maximum altitude 3820m 
 
Day 1 Kathmandu 1350m 
Kathmandu, prior to your landing in Kathmandu, you 
should have some excellent views of the Himalayas 
eastwards of Dhaulagiri. Evening welcome dinner 
and final briefing.   
 
Day  2  Kathmandu 
Kathmandu stands at 1350 meters and the valley is 
surrounded by hills at an altitude of around 2400 
meters. There are three important cities in the valley, 
the most significant being Kathmandu itself.  Patan is 
the most Buddhist of the three and is across the 
Bagmati River to the south of Kathmandu, but so 
close as to be almost an extension of the capital.  
Bhaktapur, also known as Bhadgaon, is the most 
ñmediaevalò and is situated in the eastern part of the 

valley.  While Kathmandu and Patan have undergone 
great changes in the two decades since Nepal ended 
its long isolation, Bhaktapur has changed very little 
and is still much as it was three decades ago.  
 
Machendra Nath Temple, a pagoda of high artistic 
beauty. Hanuman Dhoka, historic seat of Royalty 
with old temples and palaces. Temple of the Living 
Goddess (Kumari) with profusely carved wooden 
balconies and window screens. Kasthamandap, an 
edifice constructed from wood of a single tree. The 
National Museum houses a splendid collection of 
ancient artifacts. Singh Durbar, an imposing stucco 
palace built in neo classical style as residence of the 
erstwhile Rana Prime ministers now acts as State 
secretariat. 
 
Patan, 5 kilometers southwest of Kathmandu, Patan 
is full of Buddhist monuments and Hindu temples. It 
is also known as the city of artists. Visit Durbar 
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